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BACK in the 1930s, the inhabitants of the
still relatively sleepy suburb of Sutton
had their priorities in order, if anecdotal
evidence is to be believed.
There was a fire one evening in the

Marine Hotel at Sutton Cross. The hoteliers
have it that the guests in the bar rescued
both their drinks and the piano, and
resumed their evening’s amusement in the
garden, singing songs and drinking until
the Fire Brigade arrived.
Also during that decade, ‘Mournegrange’

was built, some 200metres down the road
from the hotel at 178 Howth Road, Dublin
13. It’s a detached house on a third of an
acre and, at 2,260 sq ft, it’s easily big enough
to accommodate a sizeable party of revellers
and their piano.
Party rooms include an open-plan lounge

and dining room connected by an archway,
with parquet floors and ceiling cornicing.
The lounge area has a bay window and

original marble fireplace, while the dining
area has a door to the back garden. There’s
also a family roomwith built-in bookshelves
and a brass fireplace.
The cream fitted-kitchen opens into a

utility where there’s a door to the patio and
garden. Upstairs are five bedrooms, as well
as a bathroom and shower room. One of the
bedrooms is small but has a balcony above
the front door.
The long back garden is south-facing

and includes a deck stepping on to a lawn.
There’s also a garden shed.
A hedge-lined lawn curves along the grav-

elled driveway, where there’s room to park a
few cars, and the drive has two entrances.
The house is only about 150metres from

the commercial bustle of Sutton Cross, and
the Dart station is less than 10minutes’
walk away. The agent is Gallagher Quigley in
Fairview, (01) 818 3000, and the asking price
is €895,000.Built in the 1930s, Mournegrange boasts five bedrooms, onewith its own balcony

Wake up to balcony blissMournegrange, Sutton, D13 €895k

The lounge,withmarble fireplace, opens through an archway to the dining room
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Capilano
TicknockRoad,
Sandyford,
Dublin 18
ASKING PRICE:€2.25m
AGENT: Knight Frank,
01 6342466

O
NEsnowyChrist-
mas, as the own-
ers of Capilano
were tucking
into their tur-
key and ham, a

stag and four deer came to
visit: “They stood in the garden,
watching us through the dining
roomwindows; it wasmagical.”

Half an hour fromDublin city
centre, Capilano feels as if it’s in
the country. As well as the deer,
there are squirrels and rabbits
and, with 2.45 acres, there’s the
potential for a horse-loving fam-
ily to keep a pony or two. New
owners could rear chickens,
grow fruit and vegetables, and
get a bit of a good life going.

The house is located at the
start of Ticknock Road, as it
begins its ascent to the for-
est, where there is spectacular
hill-walking and a renowned
8km mountain bike trail, on
which riders can experience a
thrilling — if you’re into that
kind of thing — ride that takes
in hairpin bends, treacherous
tree roots and all manner of
terrifying technical challenges.

Electric gates open onto a
driveway that leads up to the
house, in front of which there is
parking for several cars.

The views from up here
are magnificent, with the city
stretched out beneath you.
You can easily pick out Liberty
Hall, the Pigeon House towers
and the Spire, and on a clear
day you can see as far asWales.
The owners say that they like
the night-time views best, and

leave the curtains open in the
master bedroom so they can
count stars andwatch the lights
of the city twinkling below as
they fall asleep.

They bought Capilano 12
years ago, falling in love with
the location and the space that
it offered, and undertook a
major renovation that involved
digging up all the floors and
installing insulation, as well
as extending and refurbishing
the existing house. There’s now
4,165 sq ft of living space, spread
out over three floors.

At ground level, just beside
themain entrance with its elab-
orate Bavarian carved wooden
door, there’s a huge games
room/man cave that’s currently
kitted out with arcade video

games including The House
of the Dead, fussball and pool
tables, a home gym and its own
bar. It’s clear that the teenagers
of the house have had a good
time here, undisturbed by pesky
adults. There’s also a separate
lavatory at this level.

A double-width flight of
stairs leads up to the raised
ground floor level, where the
reception and living rooms are
located. The owners describe
themselves as ‘earthy’ people
and chose to decorate the in-
teriors with lots of wood and
natural stone to reflect this.

At the top of the stairs is a
study, next door to which is the
dining room—usedmainly on
high days and holy days, in-
cluding thatmemorable snowy

Christmas in recent years. A
family room is equipped for se-
rious X-Box and games console
action, and there’s a television
room as well.

The living room is an impres-
sive space, with its own bar at
one end and patio doors opening
onto a balcony at the other. The
roomhas bespokewooden cabi-
nets and a large carvedwooden
fireplace, all built by German
craftsmen. It is, say the owners,
a great room for parties.

The kitchen can be accessed
via stairs from the parking
area to the front of the house,
and is fitted with cream units
and granite worktops. There’s
a centre island around which
the family and all visitors to
the house congregate. The Fal-

con range is in the separate
back kitchen, where the seri-
ous cooking happens, and it is
included in the sale, along with
the built-in deep-fat fryer and
enormous LG American style
fridge-freezer.

Upstairs there are four dou-
ble bedrooms, three ensuite.
Themaster bedroomhas a cus-
tom-fitted dressing room, and
there is spacious attic storage.
The utility room is up here,
sensibly, where the bulk of the
laundry is generated. A roof
terrace catches the late day
sun, and is where the owners
spend summer evenings, bar-
becuing, eating and lounging
in the hot tub.

Capilano has CCTV, surround
sound, and a pumping system

that ensures that you can have
several hot showers running at
the same time, handy in a busy
family house. There’s a hard
tennis court in need of some
attention.

Amenities in the area include
Marlay Park and Dundrum
Town Centre, which is a 10min-
ute drive away and has a wide
range of shops and restaurants,
as well as amultiscreen cinema.

The Balally Luas stop, with
its park and ride facilty, is the
closest, and there are bus routes
linking Sandyford with the city
centre. The M50 is nearby and
means that Dublin airport is
within 30 minutes’ drive.

In terms of schools, St Colum-
ba’s, Wesley and Loreto Beau-
fort are all convenient.

Close to
the city, but
this home
enjoys a
wild side,
reports
Mark
Keenan

Clockwise from above: The living room has a bar at one end and
patio doors opening on to a balcony at the other, making it ideal
for parties; the elaborately carved front door; a quiet spot in the
garden; a bathroom for two; the front of the sizeable home; the
games roomwith pool table; and themaster bedroom

A roof terrace is ideal for summer
evening barbecues and, inset, the
property is surrounded by lushwoodland

20 Curzon Street, Dublin 8
€785K BLACKDOOR PROPERTY, (01) 676 7177

NUMBER 20 Curzon Street is a quirkily decorated Victorian
house on two floors, with 1,270 sq ft of accommodation. The
lower ground floor has a bathroom and three bedrooms,
one with an ensuite and one with a door to the garden.
Upstairs, on the ground floor, is a linked living room/dining
room, and a kitchen to the rear. This leads onto a raised
deck, with a spiral staircase to the garden below. Blackdoor
Property is also selling next door, Number 21, for €695,000.

30 St Kevin’s Parade, Dublin 8
€395K FELICITY FOX, (01) 633 4431

AHUNDRED years ago, St Kevin’s Parade, off Clanbrassil
Street, was an almost exclusively Jewish area. Number 30 is
largely unchanged since then.With 873 sq ft of accommodation
on two floors, upstairs is a reception room and a bedroom,
with the same downstairs. The kitchen and bathroom are
in a rear extension. There’s a paved back yard, and on-street
parking at the front. Refurbishment is needed, but it has the
makings of a comfortable home in a central location.

30 Pleasants Street, Dublin 8
€750K LISNEY, (01) 638 2700

THIS Victorian villa-style house is divided into two flats,
one on each floor. You could live in one flat and rent out the
other, or convert the lot back into a family home. The hall
level has two bedrooms, a sitting room, kitchen and shower
room; the garden level is the same. Total floor space is a
roomy 1,959 sq ft. There’s a garage to the rear with vehicle
access to a laneway, so there’s no proper garden as such, but
it’s only seven minute’s walk from St Stephen’s Green.

16 Arbutus Place, Dublin 8
€395K BEIRNE & WISE, (01) 668 2268

ARBUTUS Place is a little cul-de-sac of artisan cottages off
Lombard Street West. Number 16 is a single-storey, mid-
terrace, with three bedrooms. There’s a sitting room with
a brick fireplace (gas) and a kitchen/breakfast room. One
bedroom is off the kitchen and two more, plus a bathroom,
are at the rear. Out the back is a decked yard with pedestrian
access to a lockable laneway. The house is small, at 678 sq ft,
but many of the neighbours have extended into the attic.

On themarket
Cottages in Dublin 84
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See the slideshowof
the property, along
with a video tour on
www.independent.ie/life/
home-garden


